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PART II – WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE 
   Today’s edition begins coverage of Governor John Hickenlooper’s Wildfire Insurance and Forest Health Task Force report (hereinafter the Report). The Task Force was created by the Governor’s Executive Order B 2013-002 issued January 30, 2013. The Task Force was asked to “identify and reach agreement on ways to encourage activities, practices and policies that would reduce the risk of loss in the wildland urban interface (WUI) areas and provide greater customer choice and knowledge of insurance options.” 

   Executive Order B 2013 002 also amended the suspension of “the use of prescribed and controlled burning by state agencies on state lands until protocols and procedures were reviewed and revised as necessary.” 

   Executive Order B 2013-001 created an advisory committee to the Director of the Division of Fire Prevention and Control on the WUI. 

   The Task Force’s Report is lengthy. What quickly became obvious to this writer was the “tone” of the Report – justification placing the blame for horrendous escalating costs of fighting wildland fires on those homeowners who live in the WUI. Key statements from throughout the Report follow for the reader’s consideration: 
· The increasing development of homes in the WUI ensures that the pattern of damaging wildfires will continue. 
· Recommendation for continued development of the existing Colorado Wildfire Risk Assessment Portal (CO-WRAP). (CO-WRAP is a mapping tool that can identify and quantify wildfire risks to specific properties in the WUI. CO-WRAP already operates as a risk assessment tool to deliver risk information and create awareness about wildfire issues across the state, but to date, the tool is limited in its applicability.)

· Updating the model will require active involvement of all relevant stakeholders, including local governments, insurance providers, real estate agents, appraisers and lenders. 

· Significant data-collection will be a part of the effort, particularly to enable the tool to measure changes in mitigation outcomes on a specific property, and will quantify risks to specific properties in the WUI by assigning a score. 

· CO-WRAP scores will be used for triggering a Wildfire Mitigation Audit for high-risk homes, and be a result of on-site visits and will provide more detailed information about risks and mitigation needs for an individual property. 

· Such Wildfire Mitigation Audits will serve several goals:  provide disclosure to relevant stakeholders; provide information to homeowners about what steps to take to reduce the CO-WRAP score; and, provide incentives for homeowners to act to reduce wildfire risks to their properties. 
· The Task Force also looked at funding needs and it recommends assessing a fee on properties in the WUI to help fund mitigation activities. This is consistent with the principle that homeowners in the WUI should take on the risks and associated costs of living in wildfire prone areas. Point-of-Information:  This statement is demonstrative of the theme carried throughout the Report. 
· The seriousness of the wildfire threat is not always evident to current or prospective property owners. 

· In the end, the leaders and citizens of Colorado must make difficult choices requiring complex trade-offs and behavioral changes. 

· Various wildfire risk mapping efforts are already underway across the state. Over 200 Colorado Communities have developed Community Wildfire Protection Plans and have created local risk maps as part of those plans. 

· At a state-wide level, the Colorado State Forest Service recently developed the Colorado Wildfire Risk Assessment Portal (CO-WRAP), a risk mapping tool that can deliver consistent wildfire risk information for the entire state (established in 2012, that’s just last year). 

· Amid all of this important work, what is lacking is consistency and coordination. 

· CO-RAP was established to provide a consistent, comparable set of scientific results for wildfire mitigation and prevention planning in Colorado. 

· CO-WRAP is an interactive web mapping tool tailored to Colorado’s needs. 
· The current purpose of CO-WRAP is to deliver risk information, create awareness about wildfire issues across the state, and supports a broad array of information requirements for various consistent groups, including the public, professional hazard mitigation planners, wildland fire managers, local community groups and government officials. 

· At this time CO-WRAP is primarily a risk assessment tool used to inform decision makers. 

· However, CO-WRAP is still evolving and is not yet sufficiently developed to operate as a state-wide disclosure tool at the individual parcel level. 

· The model’s base vegetation layer relies on LANDFIRE, an interagency satellite-based vegetation data source, which is only accurate at 30 meters (approximately 100 feet) resolution, so the model cannot yet produce site- or property-specific results. 
· The current model can also produce anomalies such as predicting high wildfire risk in urban areas. 

· To use a Front Range example, a model that assigns the highest risk rate to both an urban area like Cherry Creek and also a forested area like Evergreen would be inaccurate and inequitable. 

· To develop the CO-WRAP model to a point where is can uniformly quantify risk for specific properties, the Colorado State Forest Service will need to tap into a much broader group of end-users such as insurance agents, real estate agents, lenders and local government officials. 

· Any effort to develop a state-wide risk assessment mapping system must give due regard to the costs of administration and upkeep. [Updating to take five years at a cost of $600,000.00 per year.] 
· While CO-WRAP is not yet appropriately tailored to this goal, the Task Force concluded that with additional funding and significant involvement of likely end-users, CO-WRAP can be developed and enhanced to provide a consistent method for providing site-specific risk assessments throughout the state. 

   Readers should give careful thought to the potential consequences these statements could mean over the coming years to homeowners living in the WUI. 

   Next week, recommendations of the Task Force and more from the Report.

   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.

Doris Beaver

